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IIT-Patna students demand probe into PhD 

scholar’s death 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Patna/IIT-Patna-students-demand-probe-into-PhD-scholars-

death/articleshow/44829781.cms 

PATNA: Students of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Patna, are up in arms against the institute after the death of a 

PhD scholar Rupesh Kumar Pandey, 25, on October 12, who, the students alleged, died because of "medical and 

administrative lapses". The deceased hailed from Gopalganj and was research scholar in the department of mechanical 

engineering since July 2010. 

 

The students have also written a petition to the institute director, demanding a time-bound inquiry by a committee 

formed by the institute administration besides stringent action against IIT-Patna's medical officer. The petition was 

signed by hundreds of students, who later also took out candle march to pray for Rupesh. 

 

Rupesh, who left the institute hostel only after 15-20 days before his death and was staying outside the premises, was 

admitted to Mahavir Vatsalya Aspatal on October 9 and was shifted to Paras HMRI Hospital on October 12 when his 

health condition deteriorated. 

 

The petition said, "Rupesh complained of chest and abdomen pain, sweating and vomiting. The doctors first said it was 

gastric problem but later attributed his illness to liver enlargement and even stomach infection. It was only on October 

12, he was diagnosed with cardiac problems and doctors prescribed him specialized treatment at a cardiac centre." 

 

However, Mahavir Vatsalya Aspatal director Dr S S Jha said the patient initially only complained of abdomen pain and 

vomiting. "It was much later that he started showing signs of cardiac problem and doctors apprehended heart problem," 

Dr Jha said, refuting allegations that the patient had to walk up to the ambulance while being transferred. 

 

Institute registrar Subhash Pandey on Wednesday said, "An inquiry committee has been set up to examine the 

circumstances leading to his death. The issue will also be taken up at the next board meeting." 

IIM-B Professor appointed to UN Secretary 

General's 'Data Privacy Advisory Group’ 

15th October 2014  

http://www.igovernment.in/igov/news/1000228/iim-b-professor-appointed-secretary-generals-privacy-advisory 

Dr. Pulak Ghosh is the only Indian to be part of a global team to mitigate risks associated with privacy in the 

field of Big Data Analytics  

Bangalore, October 15: Dr. Pulak Gosh, Professor, Quantitative Methods & Information Systems Area, Indian 

Institute of Management Bangalore has been appointed as member of the Data Privacy Advisory Group of 

Global Pulse – the UN Secretary-General’s Big Data innovation initiative. Professor Ghosh, the only expert 

from India, along with international experts, will advocate responsible use of Big Data for sustainable 

development and humanitarian action. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Patna/IIT-Patna-students-demand-probe-into-PhD-scholars-death/articleshow/44829781.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Patna/IIT-Patna-students-demand-probe-into-PhD-scholars-death/articleshow/44829781.cms
http://www.igovernment.in/igov/news/1000228/iim-b-professor-appointed-secretary-generals-privacy-advisory
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Professor Ghosh is also an academic Fellow of the Center for Advanced Financial Research and Learning, a 

Global Center of Excellence for Policy Research promoted by Reserve Bank of India. At CAFRAL, Professor 

Ghosh is also involved in research relating to Big Data in Financial Econometrics. His teaching and research 

interest is Big Data and Analytics, and he has served on the boards of various companies related to Big Data 

and Analytics. 

The Data Privacy Advisory Group of Global Pulse, to which Professor Ghosh has been appointed, will lend 

their expertise to inform the development of guidelines and practices that mitigate risks associated with privacy 

in the Big Data analytics field, while preserving utility for global development policy-planning or humanitarian 

action. 

Robert Kirkpatrick, Director, UN Global Pulse, said: “Professor Ghosh, with international leaders from public 

sector, civil society, private sector and the legal community, will participate in an ongoing privacy dialogue, 

provide feedback on proposed approaches and engage in a privacy outreach campaign.” 

“The use of Big Data is becoming mainstream, and with it the case for privacy protecting principles and 

standards is becoming increasingly critical. We believe Professor Ghosh’s expertise will add significant value in 

supporting the UN Global Pulse initiative,” Mr. Kirkpatrick added. 

More takers for IIT’s deferred placements scheme 

this year 

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

Even as hefty preplacement offers from major companies such as Samsung and Facebook have begun rolling 

into the IIT Bombay campus, the institute has seen a rise in the number of students choosing to opt out of the 

December placement drive, and instead focus on their entrepreneurial dreams.  

While close to 200 students stayed away from the placement drive last year, only one had chosen to do so to 

pursue his own start-up. However, this year, as many as 13 students have decided to make use of the ‘deferred 

placements’ plan offered by the institute. Introduced in 2012, the scheme aims to encourage students looking to 

work on their own start-up idea by safeguarding them against the risk of having to forgo campus placements.  

According to the initiative, students interested in pursuing an entrepreneurial career are given an option to defer 

their placements by two years. “Many students have shown interest in being incubated by Society for 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship (SINE), which is run in collaboration with the institute,” said Avijit Chaterjee, 

professor in charge of placements.  

Aviral Chandra, a final year student of Chemical Engineering, was one of the first students to sign up for the 

deferred placement. Chandra is working towards his project on artificial intelligence.  

Others students, confident of their ventures taking off, are not opting for deferred placements and letting go of 

campus recruitment opportunities, say professors. “The many success stories of IIT start-ups have prompted 

many to let go of traditional job prospects and venture into startups,” said K Narsimhan, faculty member at the 

institute.  
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